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ROCK MUSIC

HARD ROCK FROM OUT OF THE PAST
by TONY CATTERALL

PHENOMENON, UFO,
Chrysalis Records, releas-

UNLESS my memory
servesme badly,UFO

is one of thosemagicEng-

lish bandsI used to read

about in underground

newspaperssent me by
friendsin the Motherland.

Thatmakesit a fairlyold
band— how longis it
sincewe calledthings

"underground?"
So, UFO wouldbe one of

the originalheavy rock
bandsand even todaywould
haveto one of the best.I
don'tknow if there'vebeen

any changesin the line-up

but I doubtif therehas:the
four have a tightnessand
economythat speaksof a
long association.

Theirmusicbreaks no new
ground,even thoughnine of
the ten tracksare originals

(thetenthis a WillieDixon

blues,'Builtfor Comfort',

thatis a perfectexampleof
hard,Britishbluesplaying).

The band is
essentially

a
Cream-like

powertrio— gui-
tar,bassand drums— with
a vocalist.But whereCream
acheivedits powerwithhis-
trionicsolos— each in-
strumentplayingagainstthe
other— UFO playsas a
tightunit.

tightunit.

At times it'shardto tellif

Michael Schenker's clean,
searingguitar sets a pattern

for Pete Way'sbass and
Andy Parker'sdrumsto back
up, or whethertheyset the
patternand Schenkerweaves
around it, They'rethat
tight.

And thisis whathardrock
is all about; no

frills,

no pre-
tentions.

justgoodclean,bit-
ing music that's

listenable

to
at all volumes.'Phenomenon'

should be requiredlistening

for all would-beheavy-metal

bands (and many existing

bands could learn something

fromit too).

NO OTHER,Gene Clark,

Asylum Records, im-
ported.

'No Other' is an example

of an artist branchingout,
wideninghis scope,and not
quitemakingit. GeneClark,

with the late Gram Parsons,

began countryrock when
theyjoinedthe Byrdsanddi-
rectedthat band into 'Sweet-

heartof the Rodeo'.

He then joinedup with
Doug Dillardto form the
Dillardand Clark Ex-
pedition,whichwas more
intothe countryside.

Now he's on his own and
scentsto lie using'No Other'

as a vehicle to rid himself of
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frustrations
causedby Dil-

lard'srusticsimplicity, While
stillsoftrock,it'san attempt

at a "big"
production

— a
mass of (excellent) musicians.

lush stringsand background

choirs.

But in his revolt Clarkhas
gone overboardat times.
Manyof his lyrics,oncede-
lightfully

to the point,show
the present fashionable quali-
ty of

"mystery":

theysound
deepbut reallysay nothing.

The backgroundvocalsare
too often not that, threat-

eningto strangle Clark,and
wherethe strings invadethe
songsturnto mush.Whichis
a pity becausehis slightly

quavering voiceis stillas
sweetas ever and his music-

writingtalent is stillvery
much evident.

If thishasgotridof his
frustrations

and he can get
himselfin hand, Clark'snext
albumshouldbe a honey.


